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In 2018, a total of 534 people were shot in the District of Columbia.  Of that 534, 160 

people died by homicide. That is a 40 percent increase from the previous year.  This year alone 

there have been 226 homicides in the Metro D.C. area.  One of those 226 homicides, was 15-

year-old Maurice Scott.  He was killed in Single Member District 8C07 on the morning of 

Sunday, May 26, 2019.    

Of all the Wards in the District of Columbia, Ward Seven has experienced the largest 

amount of violence by far.  As of April 2019, there has been a 300 % increase in homicides in 

this section of the city. It is as if gun violence is becoming normalized in our communities, 

specifically in the Black and Latino communities of Washington DC.  

On a national level, according to an August 2019 Time Magazine article titled “How 

Likely Is the Risk of Being Shot in America? It Depends”  almost 40,000 people in the U.S. died 

from firearm injuries 2017.  This is over eight times more than the number of U.S. military 

members who died overseas during Operation Iraqi Freedom between the years 2003 and 2010.   

Continuing on a national level, let us consider mass shootings. A mass shooting is an 

incident in which at least four people were shot, excluding the shooter. As of September 1, 2019, 

there have been 283 documented mass shootings in the U.S. according to a September 2019 

article by CBS News. There have been more mass shootings this year, than there have been 

calendar days. This data is provided to give context as to why “ghost guns” can add to the 

traumatic experience of gun violence in our community.  

The stated purpose of B23-0018 The Ghost Guns Prohibition Amendment Act of 2019 is 

to prohibit the possession of ghost guns. A ghost guns is defined as a firearm that, after removal 

of all parts other than a receiver, cannot be detected by a metal detector.  The advent of 3D-

printing technology has enabled individuals to “print” or manufacture firearm components from 



plastic materials. These plastic firearm components present challenges to traditional methods for 

detecting the presence of firearms, such as metal detectors or X-ray machines. This would make 

it extremely difficult for those that are providing security at government building, night clubs, 

museums and any other facility where residents gather, to protect residents and increase the 

likelihood of future gun violence.   

Many of the residents of Single Member District 8C07 have expressed great concern for 

the amount of gun violence in the community.  They are concerned about the number of young 

lives that it has taken and the anxiety and depression that it has caused in our society.  This bill 

will not stop gun violence, however the residents of Single Member District 8C07 believe that 

this is a step in the correct direction.  Therefore, on behalf of the residents of Single Member 

District 8C07, in the Congress Heights section of Ward Eight, I say we stand in support of this 

bill.  We encourage the District of Columbia legislative body to pass this bill and make all efforts 

necessary to protect the lives of District residents and its’ guests.  
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